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Western Port Biosphere AGM
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Launched in 1971, UNESCO’s 

Man and the Biosphere 

Programme (MAB) is an 

Intergovernmental Scientific 

Programme that aims to 

establish a scientific basis for 

the improvement of 

relationships between people 

and their environments.





“Man and the Biosphere”

AUS AUSTRALIA / AUSTRALIE / AUSTRALIA

1 Croajingolong 1977

2 Kosciuszko 1977

3 Macquarie Island 1977

4 Prince Regent River 1977

5 Unnamed 1977

6 Uluru (Ayers Rock-Mount Olga) 1977

7 Yathong 1977

8 Fitzgerald River 1978

9 Hattah-Kulkyne & Murray-Kulkyne 1981

10 Wilson's Promontory 1981

11 Riverland 1977 

Originally Danggali Conservation Park 

extended & renamed as Bookmark in 1995 

renamed as Riverland in 2004

12 Mornington Peninsula and Western Port 2002

13 Barkindji 2005



Mornington Peninsula and Westernport Biosphere Reserve



A conservation function :
to contribute to the conservation of landscapes, ecosystems, species and genetic variation;

A development function :
to foster economic and human development which is socio-culturally and ecologically sustainable;

A logistic function :

to provide support for research, monitoring, education and information exchange related to local, 
national and global issues of conservation and development.

Biospheres: 3 basic functions



Capacity building : through education, technical training, and public awareness

Exploring novel ecological theory and practice :
e.g. relationship between culture and ecology, quality economies, urban ecology etc

Promotion of solutions to “sustainability”

“Living laboratories”

“What does that mean?”



Mornington Peninsula and Westernport Biosphere Reserve

Associates:

• Museum of Vic.

• PP&WPCMA

• CRC.SI

• RBG

Stakeholder authorities:

• Westernport Water

• South East Water

• Southern Rural Water

Opportunities for community engagement:

★ Local community groups - Biosphere Roundtables

★ Seagrass Partnership, Phillip Is. Nature Reserve

★ Education - schools clusters

★ Friends of RBG Cranbourne

★ Through corporate sector

★ Suzuki - Sustainability in a Generation program

Corporate sector:

• Esso

• Bluescope

• Port of Hastings

• Toll

Commonwealth:

• West Head (Navy)

• Cerberus

Industry sectors:

• Agriculture & Fishing

• Manufacturing

• Transport

• Tourism

• Wine industry
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State of Victoria: 

• DSE

• Parks Victoria

• DPI

• DVC

Local Governments:

• Bass Coast 

• Cardinia

• Casey

• Frankston

• French Island

• Mornington Peninsula
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COMMUNITY ROUNDTABLES

ALL COMMUNITY, CORPORATE & GOVERNMENT STAKEHOLDERS

INTERNATIONAL
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PROGRAMS PROJECTS 2006 Status

Public awareness & 

communication

• Man and Biosphere –high profile event June (in conjunction with Barkindji Biosphere)

• Website launched 

• Public awareness campaign June-December

• Roadside Signage Project ‘Entering’ and ‘Leaving’ the Biosphere – Shires and VicRoads

• Local Sustainability Accord Strategies

Under development

Under development

Proposed

Proposed

Proposed

Biodiversity & natural 

environment 

• Joint ‘State of Western Port’ Forum with CMA 18th May

• Southern Brown Bandicoot Recovery

• Showcasing of projects – eg. Landcare, WP Seagrass and Mangrove Projects 

• Local Accord, Strategies

In progress

Under development

Proposed

Proposed

Education & training • Biosphere Ambassadors – enlist high profile sustainability achievers to promote Biosphere

• Biosphere Mentors – train volunteers for one to one work with  businesses, schools, community groups

• Biosphere Skills Bank – engage highly skilled retirees for project support

Proposed

Proposed

Proposed

Agriculture & 

horticulture

• On-farm Environment Management Systems with DPI

• Local Accord strategies

• Landcare partnerships

Proposed

Proposed

Proposed

Sustainable 

communities

• Bass Coast Business Sustainability Program

• Casey Coastal Villages Sustainable Community Development

• Waterline Project Support

• WP Greenhouse Alliance (WPGA) collaboration

In progress

Under development

Proposed

In progress

Sustainable business & 

tourism

• Local Accord Strategies

• Ecotourism development– Biosphere core areas (WP Ramsar, Phillip Is., French Is., Pt Nepean etc)

• Business Sustainability Program – tourism businesses

• Potential Qantas/Telstra Biosphere Promotion (in conjunction with Barkindji Biosphere)

Proposed

Proposed

In progress

Under development

Research & monitoring • Biosphere-wide R&D data base initiated

• Biosphere sustainability monitoring 

• ‘Sustainability Index’ Research Project

• Biosphere branding of sustainable agriculture and ecotourism products

Proposed

Proposed

Proposed

Proposed

BIOSPHERE PROGRAMS & PROJECTS 2006



Western Port Feeling the Heat

a Hypothetical

An initiative of the Mornington Peninsula and Western Port Biosphere Reserve Foundation 

and the Department of Sustainability and Environment Port Phillip Region

June 2007
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